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INTRODUCTION 

Agricultural Fairs & Exhibitions can best service the rural community through their educational 
features. These features must originate from sound and recommended fann and home practices. 

In order to attain this objective and ensure some measure of uniformity in prize lists and 
standards of judging, this publication is placed at the disposal of directors of Agricultural Fairs & 
Exhibitions, the suggestions contained herein are submitted as a guide. No attempt has been 
made to cover all aspects of preparing prize lists. Suggestions made with respect to judging are 
primarily concerned with providing worthwhile information to exhibitors and patrons alike. 

Agricultural Fairs & Exhibitions should set the standards of excellence in the production of all 

classes of homecrafts & handicrafts. These standards should for the most part be based on market 
and home requirements. 

The main objective of fairs and exhibitions is education. It is the hope of those responsible for 
the suggestions to follow that they will assist in making British Columbia's Fairs & Exhibitions 

of greater educational value. 

Fairs and exhibitions reflect the interests and activities of our communities. Exhibitors take pride 

in doing quality work and demonstrating their skills. Fairs and exhibitions have always had one 

main objective: 

EDUCATION 

Fairs are designed as a learning opportunity by: 

- exhibiting for competition, products made or grown in the home.

- illustrating the features of a high quality product.
- providing a teaching environment for the methods and techniques to achieve high quality.

A judge is asked by Fairs and Exhibitions to make choices based on substantial reasons. The 
judge can provide leadership and education by encouraging new original ideas and creative 

· practices while maintaining high standards of workmanship and safety.



To members of the BC Association of Agricultural Fairs & Exhibitions (BCAAFE): 

BCAAFE members have been using a variety of Judging Standards that were first 

printed by Agriculture Canada in the 1950’s and reprinted (but not revised) by the BC 

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries in the mid 1970’s. Recently we have seen the 

development of new crop species and varieties and have seen the need to collate and 

revise the Judging Standards for BC. 

The work of revising the judging standards will be an on-going project. For example, the 

BC council for Garden Clubs has prepared a detailed flower judging standards, which 

they hope would be used at all, flower shows in BC. The 4-H Youth Development group 

revised the 4-H Livestock Judging Guide in 2004. The Photography section was updated 

in 2009 to include Computer Enhanced Photography. 

This first compendium was initially compiled by Jim Tingle, P. Ag. and Barb Gedlaman. It 

was then revised and collated by Horticulturist, John Price, P. Ag. The final draft was 

reviewed by MAFF staff who are involved in judging at BC fairs and exhibitions. 

The compendium is available to all fairs and exhibitions with the hope that it will be 

available to chairpersons, judges, exhibitors and members if the community. The 

compendium is recommended for use but is not mandatory at BC Fairs. 

John Price, P. Ag. Horticulturalist 

Barb Gedlaman, Executive Director, BCAAFE 

Jim Tingle, P. Ag., Senior Agrologist 
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Category: Section: 

Arts, Crafts and Hobbies ........................................................................  1 

Beer, Wine and Liqueurs ........................................................................  2 

Clothing and Fabric Art ...........................................................................  3 

Dairy Products ........................................................................................  4 

Eggs ........................................................................................................  5 

Field Crops..............................................................................................  6 

Flowers, Ornamentals and Gardens ......................................................  7 

(From the B.C. Council of Garden Clubs manual:  

“Judging Standards for Non-Specialized Shows”) 

Foods ......................................................................................................  8 

Fruits .......................................................................................................  9 

Honey and Beeswax...............................................................................  10 

Photography ...........................................................................................  11 

Vegetables ..............................................................................................  12 

 

4-H Creative Arts and 4-H Livestock Judging manuals are ordered separately through 

the B.C. 4-H Provincial Council.   

Please contact the BCAAFE office to place an order for these manuals. 

 

BC Association of Agricultural Fairs & Exhibitions 

18231 – 60 Avenue, Surrey, BC  V3S 1V7 

Phone/Fax:  778-574-4082 or Email:  jbsaw@bcfairs.ca 
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